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HOLY WEEK BEGINS MARCH 28th 
DON’T MISS THESE SPECIAL  

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP  
 

Palm Sunday Service:  Sunday, March 28th at  

      10:15 a.m. 

   The Rite of Confirmation-  Confirmands:  Codi  
    Coleman, Sarah DeVries, Rachel Dugan, 
    Olivia  Hickey, Abbey Johnson & Jesse  
    Johnson 

Maundy Thursday Service:  Thursday, April 1st at 7:00 p.m. 

                                       Tennebrae Service 

                                       The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Good Friday Community Service: Friday, April 2nd  at 12:10 p.m.    

                                        here at First Congregational Church 

Community Easter Sunrise Service: Sunday, April 4th  at 6:30 a.m.                 

                                        at Highland Hope UMC  

Easter Breakfast:  Sunday, April 4th  at 8:00 a.m. in the Social Hall 

Easter Sunday School Classes for our children and youth:  Sunday, 
         April 4th at 9:00 a.m. 

Easter Worship Service:  Sunday, April 4th at 10:15 a.m.  
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From the Pastor: 

 

     We are now into this year’s observance of the Lenten season.   As most of you know, Lent is 
traditionally a season for believers to contemplate their sinful condition, renew their desire for con-
fession and repentance, and seek a reaffirmation of God’s mercy and forgiveness in Jesus Christ. 

     But I sometimes wonder whether we take sin seriously anymore.  Let me offer an illustration.  
Why do some spouses miss all the signs of their spouse’s infidelity?  Why do alcoholics and other 
drug abusers typically go through years of denying their problem?  Why is the revelation of incest 
an astonishment to people who are living right in the middle of it?  How do adulterers convince 
themselves that all the wreckage in their wake is really temporary?  Why do battered women go 
back again and again to brutal men who keep insisting that each incident is the last? 

     I John 1:8 says, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.”  
In particular, we deceive ourselves about our sin. 

     Do we sin in spite of ourselves?  Do we always have good intentions?  Are our sins usually ac-
cidents?  Are we generally at least aiming right when we miss the mark?  Are we bewildered by 
our sin? 

     No.  We deceive ourselves.  Let’s face the truth.  At times even redeemed people purposely 
plunge themselves into sin.  In fact, we use a diving board.  We go in head first, eyes wide open.  
We commit sin.  And we often like it.  Half-desperate or merely rebellious, we go after the pleas-
ure we think some sin will bring.  Sometimes we even take pride in a particular sin and try to de-
fend it.  Can we honestly say we have never relished putting down another human being – and then 
defended the put-down by claiming that the person “had it coming”? 

     We sin.  We commit sin.  And sin is no joke.  The memory of our sins of commission is not the 
occasion for a wink or a shrug.  Sin needs confession.  And confession of sin is like taking out the 
garbage.  Once is not enough. 

     “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.” 

 

    Humbly, 

       Pastor Mauri  
�
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Sermon Topics for March 

 

  March 7   -  “A Healthy Church Member Is Genuinely Converted”  

          Text:  I John 3:19-24 

  March 14 -  “A Healthy Church Member Is a Biblical Evangelist”   
          Text:  II Corinthians 5:16-21
  March 21 -  “A Healthy Church Member Is a Committed Member”  

          Text:  Hebrews 10:19-25 

  March 28 -  “Who Is This?”    Text:  Matthew 21:1-11 
 

         NEW ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL OPPORTUNITY  
 

     Beginning Sunday, February 28th at 9:00 a.m. Pastor Mauri will 
lead the first of a series of six-week programs that will lay the ground 
work for understanding what it means to be a true disciple of Jesus 
Christ and how to effectively made disciples of others.  This initial se-
ries is entitled “Six Steps to Reading Your Bible.” 

     Over the six sessions of the course, individuals will: become familiar with the basic shape and 
nature of the Bible, be motivated to read the Bible for themselves, learn how to apply basic read-
ing skills to the Bible, learn how to apply a Bible passage to one’s life, understand how the whole 
message of the Bible hangs together and centers on Jesus, and benefit from the encouragement 
and experience of others, as you work together in learning to read the Bible. 

     What a great way to enhance your spiritual development during this Lenten season.  If you 
have any questions, contact Pastor Mauri.  We look forward to a great attendance as we get under-
way. 
����������������������

New Member Class To Be Offered 
 

 If you have been attending First Congregational for awhile, and 
 are interested in becoming a member of the church, Pastor 
 Mauri will be leading a new member class, tentatively  

 scheduled for Saturday, March 13, beginning at 10:00 a.m.   
 Please contact him about your interest and availability for this 

              date. 
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MISSION MOMENTS  

�
Highland Area Christian Service Ministry (HACSM):  HACSM provided 
766 servings through the food pantry in January.  They are doing LIHEAP 
(Low Income Heating Energy Assistance Program) applications here at our 
office this year and are requiring those eligible for that program to apply for 
those funds before HACSM will pay with donated funds.  An AARP Tax As-
sistance representative will be at HACSM through Monday, April 12.  He 
will be doing  “simple” tax returns at no cost, focusing on people age 60 and 
older.   

Spring's not quite here yet, so cold weather foods are still on the grocery lists. The people from the 
400-plus households who visited the food pantry in January and again in February appreciated all the 
food you contributed.  They will also appreciate all that cold weather food that you can spare during 
these next two weeks - especially the SOUPS, ALL KINDS OF CRACKERS, PASTA, RICE AND 
BREAD MIXES THAT WARM THE COLD BODIES.  March 14th is HACSM Sunday. 

 

Friends of Hope, India:  Our missionaries, Thomas and Rhonda Curry sent us a thank you for the 
monetary gift from the Christmas Eve offering.  It is posted on the bulletin board.  He writes of  
‘bringing the light of Jesus into the Spiritual darkness so present here.”  Please remember our mission-
aries in your giving and in your prayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Red-Faced Usher 

 
When an elderly woman asked a church usher to seat her close to the pulpit, he tried to talk her out of 
it. “If you sit up front, you won’t be able to sleep,” he said.  
 
The woman looked the usher square in the face and asked, “Do you know who I am?”  
 
“No, I don’t,” he responded.  
 
“Well,” she said firmly, “I’m the preacher’s mother.”  
 
Fully embarrassed, the usher asked, “Do you know who I am?”  
 
“No,” she answered.  
 
“Good!” whispered the fellow. “Sit anywhere you want.” 
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Sunday School Corner 

What’s happening in the  3rd – 4th grade Sunday School Class? 

Teachers: Molly Aeschleman, Mike Schaible 
 

  Our class is full of very energetic 3rd – 4th graders full of curiosity and imagina- 
  tion.  When asked about what they liked best about Sunday School, responses  
  ranged from: 
 
 “I like learning about God.” (Eli – age 9) 
 “I like doing crafts about Bible Stories.”  (Trevor – age 9) 
 “I like doing pictures about Bible characters.”  (Nick – age 10) 
 
 As a teacher, I enjoy this fun interaction we have every week.  This is a great age for honest feelings   
 and thoughts to be shared without hesitation.  That’s a good thing, most of the time . . . 
 
 Also to note, Eli Moore has perfect attendance this year. 
 

 

SEEKING TO FILL A PAID NURSERY WORKER POSITION 
 

  First Congregational Church is seeking to fill a paid nursery worker posi-
tion.  Qualifications for this position include at least a high school diploma, 

experience working with children birth to 3 years of age, and be willing to work flexible hours.  The 
position requires worker to be present from 8:45am-12:00pm every Sunday morning and during spe-
cial church events throughout the year (events will be listed in the job description).  Salary is based on 
qualifications and experience.  If interested, please contact Autumn Molinari, Employee Committee 
Chair to submit a resume.     
 
 

DIRECTORY UPDATE 
 

 Please make the following corrections to your 2010 directory that was just made 
available at the church: 

 Don & Irma Clingenpeel’s phone number is (618) 401-2884 

 Don Chaney email address is Dlchaney@me.com  

 Dave and Anne Hickey’s email address is dahickey@charter.net. 

           Erin Clark’s address is 719 Sycamore St. Apt 104  Highland, IL 62249 

� �
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MARCH Church Activities, Events & Opportunities  
 

A SPECIAL CONCERT YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS 
 

 Get ready for an uplifting evening of worship and music as we host a dy-
namic trio of musicians, “Beyond the Ashes”, on Saturday evening, March 6th at 7:00 P.M. Some 
of you might recall that they visited with us once before and they were really a blessing. They are a 
gifted group and will surely bless us that evening. There will be no charge for the event, but we will 
receive a love offering to help offset their travel expenses. You’ll definitely want to put this date on 
your calendar. Don’t forget to invite your friends as well. If you would like to learn more about 
“Beyond the Ashes” you can go to their website at www.beyondtheashesonline.com.  

 
WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 
DORCAS:  Next Dorcas meeting will be March 10th at 1:00 p.m. in the      
Social Hall.  Lorene will continue the lesson study on the book of Esther.  The 
Hostesses are Mary Korte and Becky Wheeler 

COOKING CLUB: The Cooking Club meets the 2nd Thursday of each 
month. They will meet again on March 11th at 7:00 p.m.  All Ladies are welcome. Contact Kristi 
Starbuck for more information. 

LADIES NIGHT OUT:   Join us for a Ladies Night Out!  Do you know the difference between essential 
oils and fragrance oils?  How about what the difference is between soap made from scratch and glycerin soap? 
Which type of soap is best for your complexion?  Church member Miriam DeVries, who has 10 years of ex-
perience in soap-making, will give us some background on how soap is made and the different types.  She not 
only makes soap in many designs and scents, she has her own business creating and selling soaps and lotions 
from her basement “lab.”  If you’d like a little preview of her wares, visit 
www.willowtreesoaps.artfire.com.  And, Miriam will have some samples at a display table this evening that 
you may want to purchase to pamper yourself.  We welcome all ladies (and bring a friend) to this Ladies 
Night Out on Tuesday, March 30, 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  Any questions, call Miriam DeVries at 
654-1444 or Terry Smith at 651-1057. 

�
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST  
 

    The next Men’s Fellowship Breakfast has been scheduled for Saturday morning,   
    March 13th at  8:00 a.m.  All men are invited to join us for some good food   
    and fellowship.  
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������ �                                      MARCH BIRTHDAYS  
                             

   1    Jim Jackson               13  Jamie McArthur      18   Molly Aeschleman       

   3    Amelia Okai    14  Pat Schwarm  18   Trisha Clark   

   7    Madison Sharp    15  Jennifer Owen  19   Mary Owen             26   Debbie Clemings       

   8    Dennis Ammann              15  Rachel Dugan  22   Craig Wheeler            28   Jan Pisaneschi 

   9    Matthew McNeilly   16  Ryan Winter   23   Valerie Starbuck           31   Bev Wilcox 

         18  Keith Winter               24   Kelly Korte  

���� � �

           

                      MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
 

             12  Steve & Jan Lanxon               

                        15  Jim & Liz Pauk               

                                   17  Dick & Cindy White              

                        24  Ed & Marion Gerling 

                           24  Jim & Carolyn Jackson � �

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 WORSHIP ATTENDANCE                  AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

           For end of  January & February 

  January 31    -  141       January, 2009   -     142   

  February 7    -  134           January, 2010   -     133  

  February 14  -  119             February, 2009 -     145 

  February 21  -  136        February, 2010 -  

  February 28  - 



 

-SCHEDULING REMINDER FOR MARCH- 

 

 
          Liturgist            Greeters              Acolytes 

  Mar. 7 :   Brian Knobloch  Mary Beth Broughton & Pat Schwarm            Reese Naylor  

  Mar. 14 : Chris English  Mary Beth Broughon & Pat Schwarm         Nick Dugan 

  Mar. 21:  Terry Smith  Mary Beth Broughton & Pat Schwarm            Trevor Leitschuh  

  Mar. 28:  Stacey Zobrist Mary Beth Broughton & Pat Schwarm             Andrew Molinari  
   
 

                                      Preschool (3 & 4 yr olds) & Kindergarten             1st-2nd Grade 

 Nursery Supervison/Helper    Children’s Church Leader/Helper      Children’s Church Leader/Helper 

 Mar. 7:    Rena Gathard***        Barb Coleman            Anne Hickey   

                 Need a volunteer           Julie Holtgrave*            Codi Coleman*  

 Mar. 14:  Jan Piseaneschi***       Barb Coleman             Anne Hickey 

                 Bethany Horstmann      Julie Holtgrave*            Codi Coleman* 

 Mar. 21:  Danielle Fitzpatrick***     Barb Coleman            Anne Hickey 

                 Shawn Fitzpatrick      Julie Holtgrave*            Codi Coleman* 

 Mar. 28:  Kelly Korte***                 Barb Coleman            Anne Hickey  

                 Sue Pacatte       Julie Holtgrave*            need a volunteer* 
  
 

     Ushers  for March  

    Ben McElroy, Orville Sander, Mike Schaible, Jo Thiel 

 

 

�
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������ * Children’s Church helper 

     ** Head Usher 

     ***Nursery volunteer to be in Nursery 9:00 a.m.—11:30 a.m.   	
%��"�
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Diaconate Update 
 

        We have a very busy year in the works for our board.  We have Brian Knobloch and Glenna Potter work- 
   ing with the Trustees to find a full time person to be in charge of the Nursery and Dean DeVries has volun- 
   teered to start the process of putting together a float committee in preparation for the Schweitzerfest pa- 
   rade.  Jim Burgett is building the ad-hoc committees to look at the Leadership Structure of our Church and   
   Leadership Training.   
       We are in the midst of the Lenten season, and with that we will be welcoming 6 new members through the   
  Confirmation process on Palm Sunday.  Easter is an especially important time and we will have our morning  
  breakfast at 8:00 on Easter morning.  All are welcome. 
       We also have Brian chairing a group to re-vamp our Church web-site.  He has chosen several very   
  good, creative people to work with, and we look forward to what they will be bringing to us. 
       Our Shepherding program is moving forward and we continue to look at ways to grow our responsibili- 
  ties.  To let you know who your contact is, if your last name begins with: 
 
  A-C  Mary Beth Broughton 
  D-F  Glenna Potter 
  G-I   Steve Klingbeil 
  J-L   Lorene Bastilla 
  M-O  Brian Knobloch 
  P-R   Dick Aten 
  S-U   Kristi Starbuck 
  V-Z   Dean DeVries 
 
  Please contact your person with concerns, questions, prayer requests or good news to share.  We want to stay   
  in touch with each of you. 
       We have other projects in the works as well, and will be letting you know more in future reports. 
  Please, if you have a few minutes this month, pay a visit to one of our shut-ins, send a card to someone sick, in    
  need or maybe someone you haven't seen in a while.  We are a Church family and we want to stay in  
  touch.  Also, say a prayer for Pastor Mauri for inspiration to lead us spiritually as well as for the rest of the  
  Church leadership.  
     Respectfully submitted, 
      Brenda 
��

�

THANK YOU! 

 

 Special thanks to Mary Beth Broughton for helping in the office.  Thanks  
 also to the volunteers that helped with the bulletins, newsletter and mission  
 booklets (Mary Beth Broughton, Lillian Winkler, Dorothy Niggli, Angy Mollet, 
 Maxine Wedekind, and Dorothy Niggli). 
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Thoughts 
 

This month's report will be concise.  Lots of things are happening at the old church.  The Diaconate is 
busy with brainstorming and is working on new and creative ways of getting the Word out.  One item 
they are working on is attaining a Nursery Supervisor.  The Trustees are finalizing a job description 
and soon the Diaconate and Trustees will work together on hiring someone for the position. 

 

Lent, Palm Sunday, Easter, Confirmands, social hours, and lots of things are keeping everyone busy! 

 

The Trustees haven't been slacking either!  They are culminating months of work getting several pro-
jects ready for consideration and presentation to the congregation.  I won't go into details since this is 
a work in progress, but it is exciting.   

 

Pastor Mauri has suggested that church leaders read a book by Colin Marshall and Tony Payne enti-
tled The Trellis and the Vine.  It is an amazing approach to church leadership and a ministry mind-
shift.  I am really enjoying it and hope that many in our church will read it.  We will certainly con-
sider the book in our ad hoc committee on Leadership Training. 

 

Speaking of ad hoc committees, thanks to those who have signed up for the Operational Infrastructure 
and Leadership Training committees.  We will be setting up the first meetings in March. 

 

That's it for this month.  If you have a concern or question, if you have a need or thought, please feel 
free to contact any of your church leaders at anytime.  And, as Pastor Mauri indicated recently, never 
hesitate to contact him with issues or needs.   

 

     God Bless, 

                                                             Jim 

 

               CYF �
�
� All youth in Jr High and High School are invited to attend the CYF 
 meetings most Sundays at 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. in the annex basement. In 
 March we will meet on March 7th and March 14th.          

                

 Mazzios Night—Monday, March 8th—Come, eat pizza, hang out, and help raise some 
 money . 

 

 30 Hour Famine—March 19th & 20th  Invite your friends to this one-of-a-kind lock-in as 
 we join the youth group at Highland Community Church!   



	
%��**�

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE  

 

  It’s almost time to start spring cleaning once again.  When you do, don’t 
forget to save those saleable items (books, toys, kitchen and household items, 
clothing, etc) for the spring White Elephant Sale that the Dorcas Ladies work 
so hard on every year.  These items can be brought to the Church starting 
April 5th, after Easter.  They may be placed on the stage in the Social 
Hall.  If you have any large items or items that you need to get rid of prior to 
April 5th, please call Jan Pisaneschi.  PLEASE NO COMPUTER COMPO-
NENTS.  Then don’t forget to come to the sale: 

 

          (Sneak Preview Sale) $3.00 Admission  April 29th 4:00—7:00 p.m. 
          Friday, April 30th  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
          Saturday, May 1st  9:00 a.m.—Noon  (Everything $2.00 a full bag on Saturday only) 

 

   The Dorcas Ladies are asking for some help to set up on April 25th after the church worship  
   service and help to take down after the sale on May 1st at noon.  Any help would be very  
   much appreciated and would make their job so much easier.   

 
EASTER FLOWERS FOR THE SANCTUARY  

 

Help us fill the sanctuary with beautiful flowers on Easter Sunday celebrating 
the resurrection of our Lord.  You may order a 6” Easter Lily for $9.50 or a 6” 
Tulip or Hyacinth for $7.25.  All plants come with a cover and a bow.  After 
the Easter Worship service, you are welcome to take the flower home with you. 
To place an order beginning in March, pick up an order form from either the 
wishing well located in the narthex or from the church office. Just simply fill 

out the order form with your name, the type of flower you want, the # you will be ordering, in whose 
memory/honor it is given and deposit the completed form along with payment (the cost of the flower) 
in the provided envelope and place it in the wishing well.  If you are paying by check, make it out to 
First Congregational Church and note “Easter Flowers” in the memo of the check.  The deadline to 
place an order is March 22nd. 
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