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February 22nd  

 Ash Wednesday Service at 7:00 p.m. 
 

     As we traditionally do, we will begin our Lenten 
Season this year with our Ash Wednesday Worship 
Service on February 22nd.  We will gather in the 
sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. for this meaningful time of 
reflection and worship.  For those who wish to par-
ticipate, ashes will be applied during the service. 
Join us as we set the right mood and begin the jour-

ney to Holy Week and the triumph of Easter. 

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE  

 

  It’s almost time to start spring cleaning once again.  
When you do, don’t forget to save those saleable items 
(books, toys, kitchen and household items, clothing, 
etc) for the spring White Elephant Sale that the Dorcas 
Ladies work so hard on every year.  These items can 
be brought to the Church starting March 11th .  
They may be placed on the stage in the Social Hall.  If you have any 
large items or items that you need to get rid of prior to March 11th, please 
call Jan Pisaneschi.  PLEASE NO COMPUTER COMPONENTS.  
Then don’t forget to come to the sale: 

     (Sneak Preview Sale) $3.00 Admission  March 29th 4:00—7:00 p.m. 
          Friday, March 30th  9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 
          Saturday, March 31st  9:00 a.m.—Noon  (Everything     
                                         $2.00 a full bag on Saturday only) 

   The Dorcas Ladies are asking for some help to set up on March 25th 
after the church worship service and help to take down after the sale on 
March 31st at noon.  Any help would be very much appreciated and 
would make their job so much easier.   



 
Jesus said to His disciples, “When you obey Me you should say, ‘We are not worthy of praise.  We 
are servants who have simply done our duty’” (Luke 17:10).   

 

At this writing I have just completed two days of working with key servants of FCC – one of our 
Deacons and several of those who are on his team.  They have served you, their Church Family, and 
the Lord of the Church, by cutting boards, climbing ladders, sweeping floors, running electrical 
wires, staining and varnishing lumber, and on the list goes.  Not once was there a complaint that no-
one notices or appreciates what they do.  Not once was there a critical statement regarding others 
who could help, but were not around.  Their service was characterized by laughing together, eating 
together, and working together.   

 

Last Sunday evening, when the wind was blowing and it appeared that winter had settled in for the 
evening, one of our Deacons and several from her team, were leading our young people out into the 
cold collecting food for people in need.  While many were home watching their favorite profes-
sional sports team, a few of our key young people and their leaders were serving our community for 
Christ.  When I  shared a brief devotion with them I applauded them for obeying Paul’s challenge to 
Timothy to see to it that those who are rich in this world’s goods share those riches.  Again, like the 
first servants mentioned in this article, there was not one complaint that no-one notices or appreci-
ates us and not one critical word regarding those who could have helped, but didn’t.  These servants 
were enjoying each other, enjoying the opportunity to serve together, and clearly enjoying being a 
servant of Jesus. 

 

Those are just two examples of a church full of focused servants who expect no praise, but gladly 
serve the Lord without recognition.  On the surface, it appears as though the Lord was giving a 
challenge against any expression of gratitude for servants.  However, on the heels of Luke 17:10 is 
the story of ten healed lepers at the end of which Jesus wanted to know why only one had returned 
to express gratitude.  The lesson is clear.  The servants of the Lord are not to expect gratitude 
when they serve.  However, when we see “Real Deal People” serving the Lord, we are to express 
our gratitude in every way possible.   
                                                       (Continued on next page) 
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Soooooo?  The next time you see acts of service for Christ, ask the Holy Spirit to help you find a 
way to tangibly express gratitude.  Servants of the Lord should not have to wait until heaven to hear, 
“Well done, good and faithful servant!”  Of course that expression from Christ to those who have 
finished their service is the supreme expression of gratitude, but should it be the only expression of 
gratitude?  I think not!   

 

Working for Him 
 

Jesus said to His disciples, “When you obey Me you should say, ‘We 
are not worthy of praise. We are servants who have simply done our 
duty’” (Luke 17:10). 

 

[Disclaimer: I read Pastor Larry's article before writing this one, and 
felt compelled to expand on his thoughts and also to use the Bible 
same Verse! Thank you Larry!] 

 

Gail gently sends a reminder each month about the deadline for the Courier articles. (She is out-
standing at keeping all of us on target and organized!!) I'm kind of compulsive so I usually grab a 
file that contains thoughts I have added throughout the month to share, and I go from there. Not this 
month. It's been kind of hectic. So when the reminder came and I said to myself, "Already?" Seems 
like I just sent an email about church! Wasn't it for the Courier?" [Yes, I talk to myself, but only 
once in a while do I answer!] Then I looked and realized it was the 475th email I sent to the Pastor 
Search Team (PST) that I was thinking about. I thought, they must LOVE turning on their com-
puters and seeing another email from me! And then I noticed that Pastor Larry had already re-
sponded to Gail with his thoughtful article and it really made me think of all the unnoticed work that 
goes on in our church each day, by so many. While we sometimes focus on the "critical" issues, we 
fail to think about those servants simply doing their duty, and never seeking praise. Like the mem-
bers of the PST who are constantly listening to taped sermons, watching them on DVD's or meeting 
frequently to review, discuss, and soon to start initial rounds of interviews. Someone recently asked 
me, "How long will the process take?" And I responded, "As long as God gives us to do the job HE 
expects from us!" Kudos to the Team for their diligence and persistence. 

 

And to the men and women who are at the church all the time, it seems, helping, filing, sorting, 
cleaning, repairing, building, rehearsing, planning, practicing, you name it. You are hard pressed to 
stop by and not hear or see someone practicing music, running wires, measuring, sorting books, pre-
paring mailings, practicing puppetry, setting up projectors, etc. These indeed are the faithful servants 
who are the church. 
��������������������������������������������������� �������������������������������� (Continued on next page) 
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Working for Him   (Continued) 

By the time you read this you will have attended or missed the Annual Meeting - another example of 
wonderful involvement - which also represents the behind-the-scenes effort of dozens of people. Not to 
mention our faithful Gail who takes her job very seriously and is able to majestically blend all the input 
she receives into readable and understandable sense. And the fact that the place is clean and orderly - 
we owe that to Dan. And of course to those who have taken the time to know and appreciate both his 
work ethic and his heart, our Pastor leads the way. 

 

We are indeed blessed. Few seek praise for what they do in our church. Few are critical of the efforts 
of those working so hard to grow FCC into the House that God wants. Few are nothing less than ser-
vants simply doing their duty.  

 

Thank you, Pastor Larry, for inspiring these thoughts with your selection of God's Word, and your in-
sightful comments. 

 

Working for Him and Representing the Elders, 

 

Jim 

 

THE GATHERING  

 

 The next Gathering is February 5th, 9:00-9:15 a.m.   It's a time of fellowship, praise and  
 worship, and a time to give an offering to HACSM.  Adults are more than welcome to join us 
 this next month to see what it's all about! 
 

 

                           

      
� � ��������� FREE SHOWING OF THE MOVIE    

   “COURAGEOUS” 
 

 You are invited  to a free movie night at the Highland  
 Elementary Auditorium for the showing of the movie 
 "COURAGEOUS"  on Feb. 4th at 6:30pm. 

 
 This is a free event to the community to help strengthen marriages and families. 
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                        MISSION MOMENTS  

 

Highland Area Christian Service Ministry (HACSM) Volunteers are needed 
from the church to work on February 23  9:30 a.m.—1:15 p.m.  If you can help 
out, please let Liz Pauk know.  Liz is now our HACSM coordinator for 2012.  By 
serving so many at the food pantry is does not allow for sit-down breaks, so volun-
teers need to be prepared to stand and lift groceries for three hours, often at a 
steady pace.  Most all wear comfortable shoes to get by.  HACSM has been 
blessed with having a long list of volunteers, who they are so appreciative too. 

 

Food items needed:  graham crackers, instant potatoes, ketchup, pancake mix, pancake syrup, cereals any kind, 
Canned items: beets, carrots, chili beans, spinach, saurerkraut, tuna, salmon, pears, pasta with meat 

Soups:  chicken noodle, cream of mushroom, cream of celery, cream of chicken. 

 

Non-food items needed:  Dish & Laundry Detergent, Kleenex, toilet tissue, shampoo & toothpaste..   

At this time, we do not need green beans, corn, peanut butter or applesauce. 

 

Pregnancy Care Center:   Trivia Night has been RESCHEDULED due to the weather.  It has been 
rescheduled for February 3, 2012 at the KC Hall from 7-9pm. Doors will be open at 6:30. $10/person 
for a table of 10. Bring your own Snacks and purchase drinks on site. Please RSVP to confirm your 
table or reserve a new table! 654-3732.  

 

Pregnancy Care Center to Launch New Name—On February 1st from 9-10am the PCC will host 
an Open House with breakfast items to launch their new name, Relevant Pregnancy Options Center. 
You are invited to help pray over and launch this new name and effort to reach and serve more clients 
in Highland and the surrounding area.  
 

PCC Needs:  Cribs, toddler car seats, pack-n-plays, strollers, swings, bassinets. 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

 Thanks to the volunteers that helped with the bulletins and the yearbook packets 
 (Betty Palmer, Liz Pauk, Angy Mollet, Elaine Chute).   It is very much  
  appreciated!!  

 
                    
 We want to thank everyone for the cards and get well wishes and 
 prayers while we were recovering from our hip surgeries.  Your 
 thoughtfulness will always be remembered.  God Bless you all. 
            
                                                   Orville & Jean Sander 
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        FEBRUARY Church Activities, Events and                       
                                Opportunities 

 

 JOIN US FOR OUR FEBRUARY SOCIAL HOUR 
 

 There will be a social hour after the church service on Sunday, 
 February 12th in the Social Hall.   Join us for this time for food 
 and fellowship.  We look forward to seeing everyone there! 

 
 

DORCAS FELLOWSHIP 
 
 All Women of the church are invited to the next Dorcas meeting on  
 February 8th at 1:00 p.m.  Lorene Bastilla and Sue Lawrence will be 
 the hostesses.   

 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST  
 

 The next men's breakfast will be February 11th at 8am. We 
 will be studying the Biblical theme of making a decision with 
 the third installment of the John Wayne Bible study. Larry  
 will be cooking. Young and old are welcome. 
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������ �                                    FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  
                            

    2    Jackie Mahoney     3  Katherine Bushne   12   Wayne McMullen 

    2    Jim Brusack      5  Jessica Bell  17   Jennifer Schaible    

    2    Mary Lou Ammann    7  Nicholas Schaible 25   Esther Brown        

    3    Dorothy Niggli    11  Mike Bastilla             27   Wanda Fennell    

 

           

        FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES 
 

             5  Orville & Jean Sander                        

            27  Rich & Jackie Mahoney    

 

  

 

                                                            Volunteers Needed 
 

 The Worship Team is looking for volunteers to once a month sit in the 
 nursery and relieve Jen Clemings so she can attend a worship service 
 once a month. The volunteer would have to only be in the nursery during 
 the worship hour. Jen will still open the nursery for the Sunday school 
 time and see that it is ready for the next Sunday. Please contact Glenna 
 Potter or myself if anyone is interested. 
 

 

              DORCAS ARE ASKING FOR YOUR HELP TO STOCK THE KITCHE N 
 

 The Dorcas ladies need help stocking the kitchen. We appreciate all of your help in the past 
 and hope you will be able to help us again. The supplies are used by every group in the church 
 and at meetings, work days, family events, etc. So, as you can see, we go through alot of  
 supplies.  The following is a list of things we need. If you have any questions, please call Angy 
 at 654-9684. Large and small Zip-Loc baggies, foil, dishwashing liquid such as Dawn,  
 dishwasher liquid such as Cascade, paper towels, large Solo cups, SOS scrubbing pads. large 
 Dixie paper plates, Dixie Bowls for soup or chili, napkins, non-abrasive pot scrubbers, coffee, 
 coffee maker  filters, gallon-size tea bags and canisters of Kool-aid. You may place your  
 donations in the box in the foyer. Thank you for your generosity. God Bless. 
 



 

-SCHEDULING REMINDER FOR FEBRUARY- 

 

 
          Liturgist                   Greeter(s)           Acolyte 

  Feb. 5  :  Jim Burgett    Kay Livingston    Claire Korte  

  Feb. 12:  Matt Scheibel   Angy Mollet     Paige Schaible 

  Feb. 19:  Brian Knobloch    Terry & Brenna Bell     Chandler Dugan  

  Feb. 22 (Ash Weds): Stacey Zobrist  Shawn & Danielle Fitzpatrick   Grace Zobrist  

  Feb. 26:  Dick White     Bill & Sharon Dillow           Trevor Leitschuh  

                                 

              Nursery                      Children’s Church Leader/Helper       

  Feb. 5:    Brian Knobloch         Katie Pacatte                           
                   Jenna Bell*             

  Feb. 12:  Ruth Brusack      Jennifer Schaible 

                              Rachel Dugan*  

  Feb. 19: Jennifer Schaible                    Kelly Korte 

                             Sarah DeVries*   

 Feb. 22 (Ash Weds):  Glenna Potter            No Children’s Church on Ash Wednesday                                 
 Feb. 26:   Katie Pacatte      Brian Knobloch 

                                            Nick Dugan* 
  
 

     Ushers   

 Feb. 5:      Pete Pisaneschi, Shawn Fitzpatrick, Danielle Fitzpatrick, Ed Potter  

 Feb. 12:    Kay Livingston, Ray Sigler, Elaine Sigler, Jim Burgett  

 Feb. 19:    Bryan Bastilla, Jim Brusack, Ruth Brusack, Mike Bastilla  

 Feb. 22 (Ash Weds):   Maxine Wedekind, Terry Bell, Jim Crase, Judy Crase 

 Feb. 26:  Larry Chatham, Bev Wilcox, Butch Clemings, Mike Schaible 

 

 

�

�

�

������ * Children’s Church helper 
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Why Should I Attend a Home Group? Part 4 

 
Last month we talked about the third reason why you should attend a home 
group: ministry. Ministry, as you may remember, is about showing others the 
love of Christ by being willing to assist them in their time of need. 

 

Worship has a different focus than ministry. In ministry we show love to 
others, and through loving others we show love to God. When we worship 
the focus is entirely on God, from beginning to end, as it should be. 

 

So why do we need to worship outside of church? Certainly, one definition of worship is to at-
tend church service. But the most commonly held meaning of the word worship is to pay rever-
ent honor to God.  

 

If you look up reverent and honor, one means deep respect and the other means high respect. So 
if our God is worthy of the deepest respect and the highest respect, isn’t he worthy of our time 
outside of our church building. 

 

So what does all of this have to do with Home Groups? Everything, actually. 

 

Romans chapter 12, verses 1 and 2 states, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mer-
cies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is 
good and acceptable and perfect.” 

 

So our act of spiritual worship is to be transformed into a follower of Christ (from the lost souls 
we were), striving to understand the will of God in our lives. 

 

But how do we do that? We start by studying His Holy Word. We pray. We have fellowship 
with other Christians. We meditate on His Holy Word. We spread the good news. 

 

I don’t know about you, but to me that sounds exactly like a Home Group. If you don’t believe 
me, try it out some time.  

 

Next time, we will talk about the benefits of evangelism. 

 

 May God bless you mightily, 

 Bryan Bastilla (Home Groups Team) 
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   Refocus for Lent �

Give up complaining — focus on gratitude.  
Give up harsh judgments — think kind thoughts.  
Give up worry — trust God to provide.  
Give up discouragement — be full of hope.  
Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness.  
Give up hatred — return good for evil.  
Give up anger — be more patient.  
Give up pettiness — become mature.  
Give up jealousy — pray for trust.  
Give up gossiping — control your tongue.  
Give up sin — turn to virtue.  
Give up giving up — persevere.  
 
—Author unknown 

                              PACK WELL �

�
 
During Lent, as we focus on Christ’s journey to the cross, let’s also examine the journey of 
our lives. The first task when leaving on any adventure is packing. What have you placed in 
your bag? Are you weighed down with temptations, self-doubt, money worries, relationship 
troubles? Have you overlooked any important items? Maybe your bag feels too empty for the 
challenges ahead. Remember to pack mercy, grace and forgiveness.  
 
Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, even when the road becomes 
difficult. So as you prepare for Lent, carry with you the hope made possible by Jesus’ sacri-
fice on our behalf.  
 
—Based on the “Journey to Hope” sermon series, www.rethinkchurch.org/lent 
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40  
This number appears many times in Scrip-
ture, often indicating a time of trial or test-
ing, or simply marking something signifi-
cant. It rained 40 days and nights during 
the Great Flood. Israel wandered in the 
wilderness for 40 years. Jesus fasted for 40 
days and was with the disciples for 40 
days between his resurrection and ascen-
sion. Taking this symbolic number to 
heart, the Christian church has long ob-
served 40 days of Lent (not counting Sun-
days). 
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                                                         ON OUR PRAYER LIST 
 

 Please pray for the following people in our church family  
 that are on our prayer list: 
 
 
                                 Pat Schwarm     Ed Gerling 
                                 Ruth Bethurem    Jeff Aten 
                                 Dorothy Roe     Jay Warren 
                                 Marty Callahan    Danny Cruthis 
                                  Ruth Govia (friend of Betty Palmer) our youth & Fusion team 
                                 Jan Pisaneschi    Shut-ins 
   Edna Mollet (Dave Mollet’s mom)  
   Jake Lipe (Stacey Zobrist Boss’ son)    
   Dan Sigler (Ray & Elaine Sigler’s son)    
                                 Casey (Stacey Zobrist co-worker nephew)     
   Mary Ann Truebe (twin sister of Boze Brown) 
   Judy Worthington (friend of Kathy Durham) 
   Search for New Pastor 
 
 And don’t forget our government leaders, church leaders and pastor. 
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�
At Highland Home  

(1600 Walnut in Highland) 
  Willis Draper        Room 62     phone: 654-7239 
                      Margaret Melcher      Room 67     phone: 654-3125   
 

         At Highland Health Care                       At Faith Countryside Apts 
              (1450 26th St in Highland)                           100 Faith Dr. in Highland) 
            Ed Gerling           Room 235                  Gretchen Tibbets  Apt 123  phone: 651-3123 
        (Currently at St. Joseph Hospital) 
 
          At Faith Countryside Nursing Care                          Legacy Place 
                (100 Faith Dr in Highland)          (220 Field Crossing Dr.  in Highland) 
 Lillian Winkler        Room 74      Dorothy Roe  Apt 14  phone: 651-6017   
 Marty Callahan       Room 30     cell(618) 363-7317 
 Ruth Bethurem        Room 61    
                             
                                                          At Home 
  Amelia Okai   1404 13th St. in Highland    phone: 654-3928 
  Virginia Huggins    c/o Kim Klaus 3759 Affirmed Dr.  Florrisant, MO 63034     
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