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The Beautiful, Amazing You: You’re Gifted, Part 1 
1 Corinthians 12:4-11 

February 9, 2014 
 
We are in a sermon series called The Beautiful Amazing You, about you being 
God’s workmanship.  God has handcrafted you like an artist.  And there is a basic 
premise that we are going to keep going back to throughout the series, and that is 
this: God has prepared good works for you to do that are in line with who God 
made you to be.  Last week, we talked about how God has given you a unique 
personality, and you should celebrate that.  This week, we’re looking at what are 
known as spiritual gifts.  Now, you may have heard of spiritual gifts before, or 
maybe that’s a new term to you.  There are three lenghthier sections of scripture 
that talk about spiritual gifts, and the longest one is 1 Corinthians chapter 12.   
 
Verse 1 says: 
 

Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to 
be uninformed. 

 
Now verse 4: 
 

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are 
different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same 
God at work.  1 Corinthians 12:1-4 

Notice what Paul keeps saying: same Spirit.  Same Lord.  Same God.  What’s he 
doing?  He’s unifying this church he’s writing to.  God wants a church that is one, 
without division, or fighting, or hatred towards one another.  More on that in a bit.  
And then he says: 

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 
good. 

The word for common good has a cool sound to it.  It is sumpheron.  And it is a 
little the word symphony.  Symphony means the bringing together or voices or 
sounds, which together make this beautiful collaborative music.  Sumpheron really 
means the bringing together of what is carried.  In other words, as people bring 
together all these different spiritual gifts – as each person uses his or her gift – 
there is a beautiful result.  Everyone benefits.   
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Paul was saying, Don’t miss out on what God is doing among you and in your 
lives.  Don’t be ignorant or uninformed.  He’s the God of each and every one of 
you.  Each of you is extremely important.  And God’s Spirit in you has given each 
of you gifts.  And as you bring all your gifts to the table, something amazing 
happens.  Something beautiful happens.  If some of you are neglected or put out 
and they don’t bring their gifts to the table, then you all miss out.  Just like if some 
of the instruments playing a symphony don’t play, it’s not complete. 
 
If you have the Holy Spirit in you, you’ve got a gift.  And if you’ve given your life 
to God and trusted in Jesus Christ, you have the Holy Spirit.  Don’t be uninformed 
or ignorant of your gifts.  Because when we are, we miss out on God being at 
work. 
 
There's a story about a violinist virtuoso named Joshua Bell.  When he was four 
years old, his parents noticed he had special musical inclinations.  He loved music 
so much he would attach rubber bands to his dresser drawer and play classical 
music on them and adjust the pitch by opening and closing the drawers.  Now he's 
one of the greatest violinist in the world.  He plays on a Stradivarius made in 1713, 
which apparently was a vintage year for Stradivarius violins, worth $3.5 million.   
 
A couple of years ago, someone asked the question, “What would happen if Joshua 
Bell took his $3.5 million violin, stood anonymously in a metro station in 
Washington D.C. during rush hour, and play some of the most beautiful musical 
ever written for violin?  And there’s a video of this.  Watch this: 
 
 Play video 
 
Leading musicians said even without being announced or introduced, his playing 
will be so stirring it should draw a crowd so you might want to be prepared.  So 
they tried it.  One of the world's greatest violinist on one of the finest of all violins 
playing some of the most stirring music in a crowded metro station in Washington 
D.C.    
 
And people start walking past him.  One after another, preoccupied, hurried, 
walking right past him.  Over one thousand people walk right past him, hardly 
pausing.  He plays eight pieces in his unadvertised free performance.  When he 
finishes, not a single person claps.  It's almost eerie.  There is one woman who 
recognizes him and stops to listen.  A few pause.  A few people toss money into his 
case.  He earned $32.17.  And over half of that was from the woman who 
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recognizes him.  Here's a guy that two nights before played to a sold out crowd in 
Boston where the moderately good seats went for $100.  He's been said to be able 
to command $1000 a minute.  But over one thousand just walk on by, missing out 
on this rare opportunity.  They were completely unaware of the master at work.   
 
And God is at work in your life.  He’s creating something beautiful in you.  But we 
have to be attentive.  We have to look for it.  We have to participate in it.   
 
So, let’s talk about gifts of the Holy Spirit.  There are four primary things I want to 
mention this morning.  One, a spiritual gift is the empowering of the Holy Spirit to 
do something with greater effectiveness than we would by ourselves.  There’s a 
key story of when Jesus is about to go up into heaven after he had been with the 
disciples for forty days after his resurrection.  His disciples think now is the time 
for Jesus to do his Messiah thing and fully bring in God’s blessings to the Jewish 
people.  They say, Jesus, when is this all going to happen?  And Jesus kind of 
sidesteps the question of when, but turns it to an issue of how.  He says: 
 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.”  Acts 1:8 

 
How is it going to happen?  It’s going to happen through you.  You are going to 
receive the Holy Spirit, and he’s going to give you the power to do what you 
cannot do alone.  And guess what?  It’s not just about you receiving God’s 
blessings.  It’s the whole world.  You’re going to go to the whole world and show 
them the power and love of God.  And that’s why God wants a church that is one.  
Because it’s only when we are loving and gracious and kind and generous to one 
another that others will be compelled by the church. 
 
And so God gives you special abilities and me special abilities through his Spirit 
that will benefit the whole church.  And when the whole church is blessed – 
everyone is blessed – no one is in need – everyone feels the love and 
transformation of Jesus Christ – we’re able to go out and bring the blessings of 
God to the world. 
 
Two, God determines the giftedness.  We don’t.  1 Corinthians 12:11 says: 
 

. . . he distributes (spiritual gifts) to each one, just as he determines. 
 
God handcrafts you.  He shapes you.  It is his gift that he gives to you.  I think this 



 4 

is important because it really is a trust.  If we had a say, somehow, we have slight 
ownership.  And the more ownership I have, the more I get to do with it what I’d 
like.  These gifts are all God’s.  He says, You didn’t do anything to choose them.  
You didn’t do anything to earn them.  They are a gift.  And he has entrusted certain 
gifts to you. 
 
Three, what does God want us to do with those gifts?  We’ve answered this a little 
already.  But I want to suggest a memory verse for us this week.  It’s 1 Peter 4:10.  
It says: 
 

Each of you should use whatever gift (same word there as in 1 Corinthians 
12) you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in 
its various forms.   

 
This is really important.  The gifts you have received, they aren’t for your benefit.  
They’re not really for you at all.  Say someone gives me something for Melissa.  
Say it is something sweet.  Maybe some brownies.  And they say, I was thinking of 
her and how hard she works, and I just wanted her to have these.  Then, say, I eat 
all the brownies, and I go home and tell her, You’ll never guess what so and so did.  
They gave me a plate full of brownies, and boy were they good.  It is amazing how 
not far from reality that story would be.   
 
That would be terrible, right.  Who was the gift for?  Melissa.  I’m just the delivery 
guy.  That’s how it is with spiritual gifts.  God gives them to you.  But they aren’t 
for you.  They are for someone else, and he wants you to deliver them!  He wants 
you to serve one another. 
 
Four, although there are specific spiritual gifts listed in scripture, collectively, that 
doesn’t necessarily constitute the full and exhaustive list of ways the Holy Spirit 
can give you a spiritual gift.  We’re going to look through some of the gifts listed 
in scripture.  But that doesn’t mean that’s the sum total of ways you may be gifted 
byt the Holy Spirit. 
 
Jerry Falwell – and there’s a name loaded with all kinds of baggage, good and not-
so-good – started his church back in the 1950s with just a handfull of people.  And 
when you have just a handfull of people, it’s pretty easy to remember all their 
names.  It grew to have over 20,000 memembers.  Here’s the remarkable thing – 
Jerry Falwell knew most of their names – at least the names of the ones he’d met.  
It was said of him that he could go to an out of town speaking event, meet some 
brand-new people to him, and then go back a year later, and still remember most of 
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those people’s names.  He was asked about that, and said that is all a gift from 
God.  It definitely wasn’t a natural ability of his.  God’s Spirit is free and does 
things in ways we might not expect, and so who knows the creative ways he may 
gift someone?  But it will be so that other people will be blessed.   
 
So let’s talk about a few of the gifts.  We’re going to go through a few that Paul 
lists throughout this chapter.  Next week, we’ll look at more.  And if what I’d like 
for you to do is if you have any questions about Spiritual gifts, write them on the 
back of your connection card.  I’ll try to answer questions next week.  I want to 
look near the end, starting in verse 27.  Paul writes: 
 

27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. 
28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second prophets, 
third teachers, 

 
He’s not saying these are the most important gifts.  He’s just thinking through the 
mechanics of this new, growing church that God had started.  First, there were 
those with the gift of apostleship.  The word apostle really means someone who is 
commissioned with a task and sent out to do it.  What does Jesus tell his disciples 
at the end of the gospel of Matthew? 
 

19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you.  Matthew 28:19-20 

 
We sometimes refer to that as the great commission.  And then they went out, over 
then next few months and years, and began and led new churches in different 
cities, growing outward and outward and outward.  Now, I want to point something 
out here.  With almost all of the gifts, what is a special gifting for some is a 
Christian role for all.  And this is true with apostleship.  We are all called to go 
somewhere and help make disciples.  It may be your workplace.  It may be next 
door as you build a relatioship with neighbor.  But we all are called to go and help 
people become disciples.  I remember a woman in a previous church come up and 
say, I really think I should start a Bible study at my office.  And we prayed with her 
and gave her a few resources and some encouragement, and she did it.  We all have 
that role of going and helping people to know Jesus.   
 
But some people have a special gifting for that.  In Houston, there are a lot of mega 
churches.  A lot.  And there was a big big church about 15 miles from us called 
Champion Forest Baptist Church.  Probably around a ten thousand member church.  
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And for a long time, Damon Shook was the pastor.  Well, Damon had some kids.  
One of his sons is Kerry Shook.  He planted a church called The Fellowship of the 
Woodlands.  It grew to over twenty thousand members.  Another of his sons is 
Mark Shook.  Mark planted a church called the Community of Faith.  It’s grown to 
have several thousand members.  That’s called a special annointing.  A gifting of 
starting and overseeing ministries that just blossom.  It doesn’t have to be starting a 
church.  You’ll know people with the gift of apostleship because they love 
pioneering new ministries.  Maybe a food pantry in the community.  Maybe a 
transportation ministry, helping to drive older folks to doctors appointments and to 
run errands and to church.  But not only do they have a vision to start something, 
but also to provide initial overall vision and guidance.   
 
Then, there is the gift of prophecy.  Prophecy can be a loaded word because of the 
typical way that Hollywood uses that word in movies – that it is all about 
predicting the future.  That isn’t really what the gift is about.  If you think about the 
role of a prophet in the Bible, it was not so much about a prediction about the 
future as it was giving the right word about the present.  It was someone who 
revealed the right truth of God for the moment.  It may have been a corrective 
word, a guiding word, a warning word, or an encouraging word.  Whatever it was, 
it was God’s right word in the moment.  That is what this gift is about.  It is 
centered on giving the specific word from God that God wants his people to hear in 
the moment.  Sometimes, people with this gift can receive visions from God, and 
sometimes the Holy Spirit just impresses something from God’s word to a person.  
 
Paul says there is the gift of teaching.  And teaching is another thing that is a 
Christian role for a lot of people, especially if you have kids.  In Deuteronomy 
chapter 6, God says: 
 

6 These commandments that I give you today are to be on your hearts. 
7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

 
Okay, what is that?  That’s teaching!  Parents are the primary spiritual teachers for 
their kids.  Sunday school is not a replacement for parents teaching your kids about 
Jesus and following Jesus.  But, there are people who have a special gifting to 
communicate the truths of God’s word in a way that helps people to understand 
and apply.  That’s kind of the holy trinity of teaching God’s word.  What does it 
say, what does it mean, and then what does it mean for me – how do I apply it?  
And if you like and are effective in doing that, you’ve got the gift of teaching. 
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So notice something about those three gifts.  They are all pretty foundational for 
building the church.  Apostles to begin.  Prophets and teachers to help the church 
be in tune with and know God’s word.  Then, he mentions gifts that help 
communicate the presence of God: 
 

. . . then miracles, then gifts of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of 
different kinds of tongues.  1 Corinthians 12:28 

 
The gifts of miracles and healing are gifts of having a supernatural ability to do 
those things.  But there’s more to it than just having some super power to make it 
rain or something.  These gifts really are about a deep prayer life, through which 
God nudges the person to pray in a particular way for God to work.  Just as Jesus 
didn’t heal every single sick person he saw, a person with these gifts can’t just go 
about doing whatever they want.  They sense from God – heal this person, or ask 
for this kind of miracle. 
 
Paul mentioned the gift of tongues, which is having the ability to pray in a 
language that only God understands.  And similar to that is the gift of 
interpretation, where someone receives the interpretation of someone speaking in 
tongues.  Again, those can be pretty loaded words.  People may react with 
skepticism or concern when they think of speaking in tongues, because there has 
been some abuse, I think, with these gifts.  In some church practice, people have 
been made to feel like they aren’t Christians unless they are able to speak in 
tongues.  And I just don't believe that.  I think it's a gift given to some people.  And 
it’s an intimacy gift.  It’s a gift that communicates God’s presence, just like the 
gifts of healings and miracles. 
 
Two more gifts to go through, and they are similar.  We’ve talked about certain 
gifts that focus on the receiving of God’s word.  We’ve focused on a few gifts that 
show God’s presence.  Then Paul mentions a few that focus on helping the work of 
the Body of Christ get done: Helping and guidance.  The helping gift is just that – 
it is helping others out.  When you see someone doing something, coming along 
side them and assisting and making their life easier.  It doesn't really matter what 
the job is.  A person with the gift of helping wants to do it just to be a blessing.  
And the cool thing about this gift is it really is about being the help of God to 
someone.  Psalm 121 says – I lift my eyes to the mountains – where does my help 
come from?  What’s the answer?  My help comes from the Lord.  The Lord is our 
helper.  The gift of helping is the gift of being the help of God to someone else. 
 
Finally, today, the gift of guidance.  The Greek word really is the word for the 
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person who steers the ship.  Anyone ever been acused of always wanting to steer 
the ship?  The more common word we use is administration.  This is someone who 
knows the goal, knows the destination, knows where the leadership has said, Let’s 
go there, and then can help bring organization and direction to help people get 
there.  It’s an administrator.  Someone who helps the church body get the work 
done.   
 
That’s enough for today.  Start thinking about your gift or gifts.  The great master is 
at work in your life.  Don't be uninformed about your gift.  Don’t neglect your gift.  
Because, it isn’t given for you.  You are the delivery person.  God has someone else 
in mind.  Who could be missing out on God’s gift if you don’t share it? 
 
 
 
 


